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WORKSHEET 5: KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
Before going to speak to key informants, speak to colleagues and check local news sources to find out whether there have been any major events or changes in the area that may be affecting prices. Many things can affect food prices, including: abnormal weather patterns in the area or elsewhere in the marketshed (drought, above normal rainfall, etc.); new policies or recent enforcement of regulations affecting commodities; sudden changes to transportation infrastructure;  worker strikes affecting food production or imports; changes in supply or demand, to name just a few.
Key informants can be market heads or chiefs, knowledgeable traders, local government officials, and/or community leaders.
As for any data collection exercise, collect consent and ensure informant data is adequately protected.
1. Investigating price changes (at time of price data collection)
The following questions may be added to the data collection tool, for immediate follow-up to price changes beyond threshold values: 
· For how long has this price been at this level? 
· How do you explain it? 
· Are other traders experiencing the same? 
· How likely is it to continue?

2. Investigating supply and demand shocks 
Supply situation 
· Currently, how feasible is it to find the essential food and non-food items on the local markets?
· Which items are not available? What factors affect availability?
· How did the quantity of items available on the local market evolved since the start of the CVA distribution? 
· How did the quality of items available on the local market evolve since the start of the CVA distribution? 
· If the quality and/or quantity changed, can you explain why? 
· Were traders always able to meet the demand both in terms of quality and quantity since the start of CVA distribution? 
· If traders were not able to meet the demand, what was the main issue?
· Do you usually face similar issues at that time of year? 
· How would you describe the current price patterns? 
· Have traders increased their prices or decreased the quality of the items they sell since the start of CVA distribution? 
· If yes for which items? 
· If yes, why did they do so?
· Have recent changes in fuel prices affected prices in this market?
· How did the number of traders on the market change since the start of CVA distribution? 
· If the number of traders have changed, can you explain why? 
· If the number of traders changed, can you explain in which type of business they are engaged in?
· Has your access to credit or capital changed such that it has affected the amount of supply you are able to bring into the market?
· Have there been any other changes in your operations that have affected your capacity to do business?
· Has this market been affected by any new policies that have changed supply, increased prices or altered regulations?
· For traders: has your stock or supply chain been affected by this policy? Is it more difficult to obtain or keep stock now?
· How has the inflation rate changed lately?
· Has the exchange rate changed significantly in the past {six months}?

Demand situation 
· How would you describe the number of customers in the market since the start of the project’s distribution? 
· If customer number changed, do you know why?
· Have you noticed a change in the purchase patterns since the start of CVA distribution? If so, how?
· What items are mostly bought by customers?
· Are those the ones usually bought?
· If no, why not?
· What has been the effects of the project on your business? 
· Do you have any recommendations to improve the project? 
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