CRS / Caritas Bangladesh

Situation Report # 1

Super Cyclonic Storm “SIDR” Hit Bangladesh

Situation Overview
Super Cyclonic Storm “SIDR” hit the coast of Bangladesh at 5pm local time on Thursday 15 November 2007. The greater Barisal and Khulna districts were hit first and by Friday 10:00 am local time “SIDR” was moving towards Assam of India through the middle part of the country.  The government has confirmed 157 deaths and this number is expected to rise.   Large scale damage has occurred to standing Robi (winter) crops, kutcha (not concrete) and semi-pucca (concrete) houses.
Dublarchar near the Sundarbans (natural mangrove) was the first hit.  Here, according to the government, out of 25,000 fishermen who were fishing in the area, 5,000 took shelter but the condition of the remaining 20,000 is still unknown.  

The most affected districts area Barisal, Borguna, Pirozpur, Jhalokathi, Bhola, Luxmipur, Patualkhali, Bagerhat, Sathkhra and Cox’s Bazar.  

Telecommunication infrastructure is badly damaged and communication with field staff is difficult.  The following information has been collected by Caritas Bangladesh field staff: 
Borishal Region
Barisal city is disrupted because fallen trees and electric pylons are blocking roads.  The city has no power, poor telecommunication and water shortages.  Borguna, Potuakhali, Barisal, Madaripur, Gopalganj are the worst affected districts.   In Borguna District: Amtoli, Taltoli and Sadar are the worst affected subdistricts, with 50 reported dead and a large number of shelters are destroyed and trees uprooted.  In Potuakhali District, Kalapara subdistrict is the worst affected with 14 confirmed dead and 6-10 feet of water inundating the whole island.  Almost all kacha and semi-pucca shelters are either blown away or damaged.  Other affected areas are Kalkini Subdistrict in Madaripur, Tongipara and Kotalipara subdistricts in Gopalganj district. 
Khulna Region

The cyclone hit the following Caritas working areas: in Mongla subdistrict a large number of shelters were swept away and trees were blown down.  The day labourers, especially the fisherman community, who usually live from hand to mouth, are facing difficulty finding food.   In Rampal subdistrict 35% of katcha (not concrete) houses have been destroyed, 90% trees blown down.   People took shelter in various buildings including government and non government offices and according to Hari Das, a Caritas Khulna Field Officer, “If people leave the shelters today and find their houses destroyed, and the rains continue, they will need to return to these shelters or seek shelter with relatives.”  In Ashansuni subdistrict the water was 3-5 feet deep and shelters located on the banks of rivers were seriously damaged.   Day laborers and fishermen are facing food shortages.   In Symnagar subdistrict an embankment was damaged at one point and as a result 700 families were water logged.  Cattle died because their shelters were broken.  One boat sank and 15-20 people are missing.  One person died when their home collapsed.  In Dacope subdistrict shelter and trees were damaged and landless, poor families and fishermen need food assistance.  
Chittagong Region

The cyclone hit Caritas working areas at Sandwip, Anowara, Chakaria, Pekua and Chandanish Upazilas (sub districts). In these areas there are no reported casualties, but cases of breached sea defences and damage to shops and homes (in Sandwip) and to crops (in Anowara).  
B.  Response Plan
Preparedness:  Caritas Central, Regional and Field Level Offices took immediate steps for cyclone preparedness and emergency response. Before the cyclone, Caritas volunteers and staff disseminated warning messages using loud hailers, and field and regional offices prepared stocks of jerry cans, water purification tablets, and made agreements with vendors for food supplies.  More details are available on www.caritasbd.org.   The regional offices withdrew cash on Thursday 15/11/07 to meet immediate needs, because banks are closed on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Response:  Caritas Bangladesh is preparing immediate life saving assistance to the cyclone affected areas.  Caritas field staff in affected districts spent the night in cyclone shelters alongside the people they work with.  They are working with local government, Caritas regional offices and local vendors to supply immediate life saving assistance where it is most needed.  

Initial information indicates the following needs:

· Dry food rations are urgently required: crops were destroyed in water logged areas, fishermen communities and day labourers have lost their sources of income and thousands of people are too poor to have any food stocks in their homes.

· Tarpaulins/Plastic Sheeting, Blankets, Bed Mats: thousands of homes have been damaged and the weather is still windy and wet.  November – February are usually the coldest months of the year in Bangladesh and people will need protection from the cold.   Fuel and firewood will be scarce and old people and young children will be especially exposed to health risks.

· Drinking Water: the coastal areas suffer from chronic drinking water shortages and now the situation is severe.  Because of ground water salinity people practice rain water harvesting but their earthenware pots have been smashed in the cyclone.  Shallow or deep tubewells have been submerged and contaminated by the tidal surge.  Ponds are also be affected by saline water. 

· Food Security: Winter crops (vegetables, pulses, peanuts, oil seeds) have been destroyed and food availability and income will suffer.  Tidal surges recede quickly but some saline water remains in the fields and will reduce the production of the land. 

CRS and Caritas central/regional offices are supporting field staff to conduct rapid needs assessments.  CRS has been implementing a 2 year Capacity Building in Disaster Management program with Caritas Bangladesh and emergency teams are trained in Sphere and international standards, the Code of Conduct, assessment methods and tools.  

C. Staffing
Cassie Dummett, Country Manager is in country and Snigdha Chakraborty will arrive Saturday 17/11/07 at 9.30 am from Delhi.  Caritas Bangladesh is open to further support from CRS regional and worldwide staff and will request them if they are required.  

D. Security

There are no security risks.
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