Displaced people from the flood area start to arrive in Chittagong
Relief supplies start arriving in the nearest international airport.  
Parts of Chittagong city are also flooded, making transport and communication difficult. 
“We are walking to try and find clean water.  We cannot swim and we are afraid the water will get deeper.  We don’t know where to go to get clean water.  But we have to try, for our children.”        Village women interviewed in the upazila
“We came to the shelter as soon as we heard the cyclone warning on the radio.  We told our neighbours and they are here too.  The conditions are really cramped, there is hardly enough room to lie down at night.  We want to go back to our house but it is under water and the roof was ripped off.  Soon we will run out of food.”   Man in cyclone shelter
, 
“Even the embankment wall is under water.  But at least the cattle that got here are still alive.  All the others must have drowned.  Clearing up their dead bodies will be a really big job.”
Local villager
“At the moment we are concentrating on emergency shelter, but when the water recedes and people start going home, they are going to need help rebuilding their homes.”
Representative, Chittagong Cyclone Relief (local NGO)
”The flood water has disrupted the fishing.  I have spent hours in the water and haven’t caught anything yet.”

Local fisherman

“Our fields are flooded.  But we don’t know how bad the damage will be until the waters recede.  If it drains away quite quickly then maybe some of our crops will survive.”
Local fisherman
“We’ve distributed more than 8,000 survival packs to people in temporary camps around the city.  The stuff is left over from the crisis here last year.  We’ve got lots of volunteers helping out.  The packs contain one-to two-week's worth of food for a family of six— rice, dal, sugar, oil , tea an d some spices.  We could distribute a lot more if we had more.”

Red Cross Volunteer Coordinator 

''All the mobile phone networks are down.  We are using our VHF radio network.  But it only has local coverage.  We are so busy we can’t let everyone use it, we have a lot of requests but the Red Cross is the priority.”
Red Cross Radio Controller
“We have no idea how many affected there are yet.  People just keep coming into town from the villages around here.  It’s really hard to keep track. I’ve been all over town…I don’t know…the people arriving have lots of complaints and requests…but they don’t seem all that bad off.  It’s hard to know what’s what.”
Official, City Council

“We are using the flood water to wash in, to cook with and to drink.  We have no choice”

Village woman 
“Boats and helicopters.  Those are the top priority for us at the moment. We need help just getting to the worst affected areas. In the long run, all this damage to our roads and bridges is going to be crippling for farmers and small businesses trying to get their goods to market.”

Local official, City Council

 “We have donated some basic medical supplies - antibiotics, serums, anti-diarrheal medicines, rehydration salts and analgesics.   We have given 20 kits to local clinics, but we haven’t been able to access the worst  affected areas yet.”
WHO official
“We’ve got a couple hundred tons of rice in our warehouse left over from last year’s disaster, but nothing else.  Not a balanced diet.  We’ll distribute what we’ve got.  If we get more, we’ll distribute more.”

Red Cross Volunteer, Relief Operation 

“We distribute food for a big WFP programme in the south…we’re seeing if maybe we can divert something up here…but people in the south down there need it as much as anyone here.  Maybe more.  It’s a tough call, you know?”
 Food Relief (Local NGO), Coordinator
CLINIC

 “Incredible number of diarrhea cases.  I would definitely call it an epidemic.  We could really use a truckload of oral rehydration salts.  I’ve been showing people how to make ORS out of water, sugar and salt, but so far they haven’t got access to clean water to make it.  Did you bring any water testing kits?  We lost all of ours in the flood.  I’ve got to be able to tell people whether or not they can drink the water and right now I can’t do that.”

Nurse, Clinic,  

“Mosquitos are really bad now.  We have a lot of malaria cases.  A lot of people in the town are complaining of fever, joint pains, chills.  I’m sorry, we’re very short of staff at the moment.  I really have to get back to my rounds.”
Nurse, Clinic  
“What I really need right now are basics:  bandages, rubbing alcohol, anti-diarrheals, anti-biotics.  I’m still treating snakebites. And people just keep coming. Lots of malaria. With all the standing water, the overcrowding, one mosquito can infect dozens of people.”
Doctor, Clinic

“Diarrhea.  That’s the number one problem here right now.  So many children have it.  It seems to be spreading very quickly.”
Nurse, Clinic 
MARKET

“We are selling buckets and cooking pots out of our house.  Now, this is just what everyone needs here.  We’re the first people to get a store going.  Business is booming!”

Shop-owner 
“The price of rice has gone up 100% in the past few days.  I have just spent my last bit of money on enough rice for today but what about tomorrow?”

Woman shopper, Market area
Displaced Camp

“The waters were so high.  All the food in the village is destroyed. Over 1,000 cows have died. We came here with our family.”
Flood Displaced Man, Displaced Camp
“My wife and I spent the night on a tree branch.  We couldn't climb down because we had no idea how deep the water was.  She is 5 months pregnant.  She lost both her parents and her two brothers in the flood.”

Flood Survivor, Displaced Camp

“It could be worse.  At least we got a tent from the Red Cross.  This should be okay for a while, but I don’t know what we are going to do after that.  Even in the tent it’s cold at night.  The kids are already starting to cough.”

Flood Survivor, Displaced Camp  
“We don’t know exactly how many people there are here.  It’s many thousands. It’s hard to tell, people keep arriving, although less so each day now.” 
Red Cross Volunteer, Displaced Camp

“We’ve been hit so hard.  But if the rains stop and the waters recede, the people would go home tomorrow.  No one wants to be here.  But they say more rain is coming.”
Red Cross Volunteer, Displaced Camp 
“The children are in the worst shape here, especially those living near the river.  There are loads of mosquitoes, lots of malaria. The kids are playing and bathing in the dirty water.  I’m afraid they’re going to get really sick, like hepatitis or something.”

Volunteer, Displaced Camp

“My brother won’t stop crying.  He’s only one year old.  He has bad diarrhea.  And he’s really hungry too.  Do you please have some food I can give him?”
10 Year-old Girl, Displaced Camp

“I want my mom.”
Crying Child, Displaced Camp

“I made it here with a few of the kids from my village.  So many didn’t make it out of there.  The waters came so fast.  We’ve all lost family.  Please  send food.  The kids are so hungry.  Please.”
Woman, Displaced Camp
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