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I. Situation in Bangladesh 

1. Cyclone X (Category IV) hit Bangladesh on 17 August 2009. The cyclone, originating in the Bay of Bengal, hit offshore islands at 1830 hours and made landfall across the southern coast at 2030 hours local time. According to the Bangladesh Meteorological Department, the cyclone has a radius of 500 kilometers with the eye of the storm being 74 kilometers and wind speeds of 220-240 kilometers per hour.

II. National Response in Bangladesh

2. The Government of Bangladesh released initial funding with a value of $3 million to be disbursed through union councils through food distributions for the cyclone victims and a one off payment of $30 to families with completely destroyed houses.

3. Union Chairmen in all affected unions were directed to hold monthly coordination meetings with all national and international actors responding to the cyclone.

III. International Response in Bangladesh

4. The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator released funds from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for immediate life-saving measures The UN Country Team initiated the cluster system, and sectoral meetings are being held weekly by cluster leads in Dhaka. 
5. WFP continues its Cash For Work for 2.3 million people in the affected area. WFP delivered over 63,300 tonnes of emergency food assistance to the hungry, homeless and vulnerable people during the emergency operations. WFP’s field monitor’s report shows that food still remains the most urgent priority for many families in cyclone affected areas.

6. UNICEF distributed NFI kits through 12 implementing partner NGOs and launched a mass hygiene campaign in the 6 affected districts.

7. The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society and IFRC have deployed ten mobile health teams and have distributed 25,000 food rations and 15,000 non food item kits to affected families.  IFRC allocated $3.5 million in cash, in kind and in services to assist 235,000 beneficiaries for a period of 9 months.  
8. Oxfam is delivering clean drinking water to 5,000 families in districts with fresh water shortages.  Oxfam is sinking 5 deep tube wells in coastal areas where surface water is saline and is distributing hygiene kits and disseminated hygiene messages to mothers and children through family health workers. 

9. Save the Children UK has established 5 safe children areas.
10. World Vision International, CARE, OXFAM, IFRC and CRS have together committed to the repair of 5,000 damaged homes and the construction of 3,500 houses next month.  This leaves 7,500 beneficiaries homeless according to the government’s estimate of numbers of totally destroyed houses and local capacity to rebuild. Further funding commitments are being sought from the donor community.
11. A WHO surge team of six national consultants and one coordinator are being deployed to the affected areas. A joint UNEP/OCHA Environmental Risk Identification team is assessing the potential secondary risks posed by large infrastructure and industrial facilities containing hazardous materials.  
12. The European Commission pledged US$ 2.2 million for rehabilitation programs in Bangladesh.
